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creating a better feeling between Paris and Berlin
since the Armistice has been that when Germany was
prepared to be conciliatory France was intransigent,
and when France has modified her attitude Germany
has been at her most grasping. For a few brief years
after Mr. Chamberlain went to the Foreign Office both
parties were willing to avail themselves of his services
to bring them together. In January, 1924, Dr.
Stresemann submitted to the British Government a
memorandum far in advance of any previous offer, for
it must be remembered that Germany had never
voluntarily accepted the Treaty of Versailles, since
it had been dictated and not negotiated. Dr, Strese-
mann now said that his Government was prepared to
negotiate a comprehensive arbitration treaty and to
enter into a mutual pact of guarantee with the Powers
interested in the Rhine. Similar arbitration treaties
might be concluded with the other States that had
common frontiers with Germany. Nor was this all,
for he went on to say that a pact expressly guaranteeing
the existing territorial position on the Rhine would be
acceptable to his country, who would then guarantee
on her part to observe those articles of the Treaty of
Versailles which set up a demilitarized zone on the
right bank of the Rhine.

Mr. Chamberlain wanted to be quite clear from the
beginning as to the extent of the German offer, and he
got the following summary accepted by Berlin before
he went any further:

That Germany is prepared to guarantee volun-
tarily what hitherto she has accepted under the
compulsion of the Treaty, that is, the status quo in
the West; that she is prepared to eliminate, not